
Natural Disaster Research Paper 

 
Natural disasters include a range of events such as earthquake, hurricane, avalanche, flood, severe 
storms and volcanic eruptions. Natural disasters exemplify events that seem out of the individual’s 
control, that generate uncertainty an anxiety and have several elements in common: they are relatively 
unexpected; emergency and rescue personnel may be overwhelmed; lives,  public health and the 
environment are endangered (Department of Homeland Security, 2003). 

Natural disasters can be catastrophic and can leave thousands even millions of people homeless or 
worse; dead. These kinds of disasters happen all around the world every year. One of the things that you 
have to keep in mind when you are writing your paper is why they happen and what happens when they 
do hit areas around the world. What makes this topic interesting is you can explain how these disasters 
happen.  

To achieve full credit for this assignment, your paper should address the following questions about a 
natural disaster you select: 

• What happened? 
• Where did it happen? 
• Why did it happen? 
• When did it happen? 
• How did it affect human culture? 
• What were the economic impacts, if any? 
• What were the infrastructure impacts, if any? 
• How many lives were lost? 
• What are the long term consequences, both favorable and unfavorable? 

Another way that you can approach the topic is to look at Hollywood’s take on natural disasters, and you 
can examine if they are plausible. That kind of topic will have you and your reader entertained the whole 
time you are doing the paper. However, make sure you know all of the facts before you start writing 
about natural disasters. 

Your paper should be well written, use academic vocabulary, grammatically appropriate syntax, 
punctuation and spelling, as well as follow American Psychological Association (APA) formatting rules, 
and be no less than 3 pages but no more than 5 pages in length; not to exceed 1,250 words. The uniform 
margins for your paper should be 1 inch (2.54 cm) on the top, bottom, left, and right of every page, the 
type should be no larger than 12 point and no less than 10 point in a Times New Roman or similar 
font/typeface, with double spaced body text. You should cite at least 3 sources of information. 

All papers will be checked for plagiarism using www.turnitin.com. Please do not copy one of the more 
than 400 essays available from 123helpme.com! 


